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all the petty weaknesses and small hypocrisies of human nature. These repulsed and disgusted him. At last, as the deeply rooted longing for the absolutely true, good, and beautiful of the aesthetic thinker grew in. him, lie would not stoop to make compromises, and in the end he revolted, broke all fetters, and attained his freedom.
In one of Nietzsche's letters to his sister during that period we find a passage1, which illustrates this episode, though one must make an allowance for tho spirit of exaggeration and youthful enthusiasm which characterises it, and which was quite in accordance with the age of the writer. " Is it of any importance, to obtain Mi at conception of God, the World and lleconci.liati.on, which is most suitable for an easy-going life? The result of all hi.s researches is of no moment, and of no value to the genuine investigator. Do we expect calm, peace, happiness? No; what we desire. is Truth, Truth, only, even if it be, something most frightful and most ugly." Twenty years later Nietzsche wrote, " Never ask if a truth be profitable or if ii; be a calamity."
During this period Nietzsche's loosening from the dogmas of Christianity was consummated, though ho still adhered to Christian. Ethics, and there was as yet nothing .hostile in his attitude. His mind, well trained in history, although from another standpoint insufficiently historical, instantly detected all the foibles of dogma. His philosophical instinct, considering as true only that which is absolutely and purely intellectually true, was regardless of his own welfare and that of others. The same tendency which, many years later, made him quote Stendhal's, " Pour etre bon philosophe il faut etre sec, clair sans illusion," now led him to apostasy from the faith of his childhood.
Disillusioned, and sceptical as he now was, he easily fell under the sway of Schopenhauer. One evening in tho winter of 1865-66 Nietzsche discovered in the shop of the second-hand bookseller Kohn, Jjlumengasse 4, with whom